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“I did liken all scriptures unto us”
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 6 2 And it came to pass that I did read many things
to them, which were engraven upon the plates of
brass, that they might know concerning the
doings of the Lord in other lands, among people
of old.

3 And I did read many things unto them, which
were written in the book of Moses;

4 But that I might more fully persuade them to
believe in the Lord their Redeemer, I did read
unto them that which was written by the prophet
Isaiah;

5 For I did liken all scriptures unto us that it might
be for our profit and learning.



A pattern in the messages 
to the Seven churches

1. Jesus Christ identified:
– Our Lord identifies Himself in the  

context of His messages to the 
churches, an identifier that is unique to 
His message to each specific church

2. The church identified:
– Starting with, “I know thy works,” our 

Lord identifies the church as it is 
known unto Him by its works (based 
on His knowledge of them)
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A pattern in the messages 
to the Seven churches

3. Issue or circumstance identified:
– Our Lord begins by identifying a 

particular issue He has with the church 
and/or His knowledge of their 
circumstances

4. Counsel and/or correction identified:
– Our Lord then provides specific 

instruction, counsel, correction, etc. as 
it is to apply to each church
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A pattern in the messages 
to the Seven churches

5. A promise identified:
– Lastly, our Lord identifies a promise 

that applies to all those who overcome 
the world by faith in Him
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“Unto the servant of the church 
of Ephesus write…”
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1 Jesus Christ Identified (vs. 1)
…he that holdeth the seven stars in 
his right hand, who walketh in the 
midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks



“Unto the servant of the church 
of Ephesus write…”
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2 The church identified (vss. 2, 3)
I know thy works, and thy labor, and 
thy patience, and how thou canst not 
bear them which are evil; and thou 
hast tried them which say they are 
apostles, and are not, and hast found 
them liars; and hast borne, and hast 
patience, and for my name's sake 
hast labored, and hast not fainted.



“Unto the servant of the church 
of Ephesus write…”
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3 Issue or circumstance identified 
(vs. 4)
Nevertheless I have somewhat 
against thee, because thou hast left 
thy first love.  
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“Unto the servant of the church 
of Ephesus write…”
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4 Counsel and/or correction identified 
(vss. 5, 6)
Remember therefore from whence 
thou are fallen, and repent, and do the 
first works; or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except 
thou repent.  But this thou hast, that 
thou hatest the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
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“Unto the servant of the church 
of Ephesus write…”
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5 A promise identified (vs. 7)
He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches; To 
him that overcometh will I give to eat 
of the tree of life, which is in the midst 
of the paradise of God.
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“Unto the servant of the church 
of … write…”
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 3 Rev 2:8 - 11

And unto the servant of the church in Smyrna write…
Rev 2:12 - 17  

And to the servant of the church in Pergamos write; 
Rev 2:18 - 29

And unto the servant of the church in Thyatira write…
Rev 3:1 - 6 

And unto the servant of the church in Sardis, write; 
Rev 3:7 - 13  

And to the servant of the church in Philadelphia write; 
Rev 3:14  

And unto the servant of the church of the Laodiceans write; 



What would be written in a report 
card for us?

How would each be identified?
1. Jesus Christ
2. The church
3. Issue or circumstance
4. Counsel and/or correction
5. Jesus Christ’s promise
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Consider the Colossian church

9  For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease 
to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

10  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God;

11  Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, 
unto all patience and long-suffering with joyfulness;

12  Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light;

13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son;

14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins;

15  Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature.
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His workmanship…

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves; but it is the gift 
of God;

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them.
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Abide in me…

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a 
branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
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For the perfecting…

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ;

13  Till we, in the unity of the faith, all come to the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ;

14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ;

16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love.

April 30, 2009 © 2009, Dwight Burford16

Ep
he

si
an

s 
4



Let us go on…

1  Therefore not leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the foundation 
of repentance from dead works, and of 
faith toward God.

2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on 
of hands, and of the resurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment.

3  And we will go on unto perfection if God 
permit.
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Herein is our love made 
perfect…

17 Herein is our love made perfect, 
that we may have boldness in the 
day of judgment; because as he is, 
so are we in this world.

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casteth out fear; because fear 
hath torment. He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love.
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In deed and in truth …

16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he 
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 

17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him? 

18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither 
in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, 
and shall assure our hearts before him. 
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Thoroughly furnished…

14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them; 

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.
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Some have compassion, making 
a difference …

20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 

21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

22 And of some have compassion, making a difference: 
23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; 

hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and 

to present you faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy, 

25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
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Make you perfect in every good 
work…

20 Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant,

21 Make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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